
 

 

PACA Scholarships Announced 

Two New Mexico Tech Students Awarded $2500  

 

Since 1995, PACA has con-
tributed over $420,000 
for endowed scholarships 
at New Mexico’s three ma-
jor universities. Two stu-
dents from New Mexico 
Institute of Mining and 
Technology were recently 
awarded $2,500 each. 

Emiliano Diaz is currently a junior pursuing an Electrical Engi-
neering major with an Optics minor. “I 
chose the EE major when I was study-
ing at the Santa Fe Community Col-
lege. I was stumped on a problem in-
volving imaginary numbers. My tutor 
casually mentioned that his brother 
was an electrical engineer who said 
imaginary numbers were their bread 
and butter. This was enough to spark 
my interest - how can the square root 
of negative one be so powerful? Several 
math and analysis classes later, I can 
see and imagine more of the world, 

convinced in the magic of science.”  

Continued on page 5 
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“As Immediate Past President, I’ll continue to be 
involved, supporting the vital, dynamic  

organization PACA has become.”  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

By Dena Crain 

Welcome to 
2025! My term 
as President of 
PACA’s Board 
of Directors 
comes to an 
end on April 1, 
when Monica 
Hilbert be-
comes your 
new President. 

I’m sad to step down, but excited to see PACA 
continue to excel under Monica’s leadership, her 
stellar organizational skills  and strong relation-

ships within the aerospace community.  

As I look back at my term, we’ve accomplished 
many of the goals I laid out last year. First, we fi-
nalized our new PACA website, making it easier 
for members and guests to register for luncheons, 
Briefing for Industry and the annual golf tourna-
ment. A special thank you to Zehra Alidina, PACA 
Administrator, for assuming the colossal under-
taking of refreshing the website.  

In June, the board held a productive planning re-
treat. One of our priorities was to strengthen PA-
CA both financially and boost participation at 
monthly luncheons. Scheduling interesting lunch-
eon speakers and topics in advance definitely en-
couraged attendance – with an average of 48 per 

JOIN PACA 

PACA membership 
annual dues are $150*  

You may apply and 
pay dues at  
pacanm.org  

A renewal notice is 
sent out a few weeks 
prior to the expiration 
of each PACA mem-
bership and is due a 
year from the pay-
ment.  

For example, if your 
dues are paid in Au-
gust 2024, the mem-
bership will expire 
August 2025.  

For more information, 
contact Membership 
Chair, Kurt Kunt-
zelman at 
Kurt.kuntzelman@ 
elaranova.com or 719-
440-4845.  

 

*Dues subject to 
change.  
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per luncheon, compared to 27 in 
2023! An unexpected but wonder-
ful side effect? More members 
have shown interest in serving on 
committees and the board. 
Thanks to everyone for stepping 
up to serve the organization – we 
know it’s a big commitment on 
top of our busy lives.  

In September, the 36th Annual 
Briefing for In-
dustry brought 
together more 
than 500 mem-
bers, guests and 
speakers to un-
derstand the state 
of the aerospace 
sector over three 
days. Before that, the 6th Annual 
“Bringing STEM Up to Par” Golf 
Tournament saw 81 golfers in 21 
teams challenging each other for 
dominance. The event raised 
more than $6,000 for the Explora 
Science Center and Children’s 
Museum of Albuquerque, and the 
Albuquerque Aviation Academy 
(formerly SAMS Academy). Enor-
mous thanks to everyone who 
participated, donated and spon-
sored these signature, camarade-
rie-building activities.  

We also updated our logo, the vis-
ual embodiment of the organiza-
tion, by acknowledging our roots 
(stay right there, roadrunner and 
sunny yellow), switching to a fu-
turistic font, and adding another 
Southwestern color, turquoise.  

With tremendous gratitude we 
said farewell to Ross Crown as 
PACA Pulse editor, and Ro Saa-

vedra as editorial support 
and designer. As a team, 
they produced each quar-
terly newsletter for years 
with style, interesting con-
tent and information im-
portant to the membership. 
The new logo debuts here in 
the redesigned PACA Pulse 

newsletter, as does Kelly Koepke 
as PACA Pulse editor. Some of 
you met her at monthly lunch-
eons. Please welcome her and this 
updated design that promises to 
provide even more information 
you, as members, can use in your 
work.  

As Immediate Past President, I’ll 
continue to be involved, support-
ing the board, advisors, members 
and sponsors who make PACA the 
vital, dynamic organization that it 
has become.  

https://www.pacanm.org


LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

By Dan Crouch, PACA Legislative Liaison Chair 

The 57th New Mexico Legislative 

session commenced on January 

21, 2025, and is set to conclude on 

March 22. Through its legislative 

advocacy program, PACA’s Legis-

lative Liaison Chair actively moni-

tors legislative developments af-

fecting the aerospace, defense, 

and security industries and com-

municates these matters to policy-

makers. 

In collaboration with the PACA 

Board of Directors and key advo-

cates such as Casey DeRaad of 

NewSpace Nexus, PACA is dedi-

cated to driving legislative initia-

tives that support the aerospace 

sector. Over the past two years as 

PACA’s Legislative Liaison, I’ve played a pivotal role in address-

ing key issues impacting these industries, engaging with state 

lawmakers and industry leaders.  

This year, legislative leaders have proposed a 5.7% increase in 

general fund spending for fiscal year 2025-2026, bringing the 

total budget to $10.8 billion. While aerospace has not been a pri-

mary focus in previous sessions, certain legislative measures, 

such as House Bill 93, "Advanced Grid Technology Plans," may 

have indirect benefits for high-tech industries by enhancing the 

state's electrical grid infrastructure. However, this bill does not 

directly address critical challenges facing the aerospace sector in 

New Mexico.                                                             

      continued on page 4 
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WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS  

New Mexico State Capitol, photo by Jim Bowen 

PACA Legislative Liaison Chair 

Dan Crouch (left) at the 2024 NM 

Legislative session, shown here 

with Lt. Governor Howie Morales 



LEGISLATIVE 
UPDATE, contin-

ued from page 3 

During this session, 

PACA aims to elevate 

industry concerns, in-

cluding STEM educa-

tion, workforce devel-

opment, talent recruit-

ment and retention, 

New Mexico Gross Re-

ceipts Tax credits for 

both small and large 

businesses, veteran in-

come tax relief, safety 

and security measures, 

and access to secure 

facilities for classified 

development and oper-

ations. 

To further these discus-

sions, PACA, in part-

nership with NewSpace 

Nexus, participated in 

the Aerospace States 

Association Caucus and 

hosted a breakfast 

event for key aerospace 

stakeholders on March 

3 to address these 

pressing issues (see 

page 5), 

In the next issue of PA-

CA Pulse, we will up-

date the PACA mem-

bership on any legisla-

tive actions that may 

affect the aerospace 

industry. 

MaxQ@Kirtland: A New Era for Aerospace & 

Defense Innovation in New Mexico 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Hilma Chynoweth, Dekker 

MaxQ@Kirtland is rapidly emerging 

as a premier destination for aerospace 

and defense innovation in New Mexi-

co. Located on a 70-acre site at 

Kirtland Air Force Base, this high-tech 

civilian commercial campus is de-

signed to foster collaboration between 

industry leaders, government agen-

cies, and research institutions. 

 

The development is strategically posi-

tioned adjacent to the Air Force Re-

search Laboratory’s Directed Energy 

and Space Vehicles Directorates, offer-

ing unparalleled proximity to cutting-

edge research and potential govern-

ment contracting opportunities. With 

a planned 1 million square feet of of-

fice, laboratory, and retail space, 

MaxQ is designed to accommodate 

companies seeking to engage with na-

tional security, space, and directed 

energy missions. 

 

Since its groundbreaking, MaxQ has 

made significant progress. The first 

phase spans 20 acres and is designed 

as a mixed-use development, featuring 

office space, research and develop-

ment facilities, and amenities such as 

retail and hospitality. Northrop Grum-

man became the first anchor tenant in 

April 2023, opening a 27,000-square-

foot facility focused on space systems 

engineering, mission operations, and 

cybersecurity. Additional projects are 

in various stages of planning and leas-

ing, including multi-tenant office 

buildings, specialized defense contrac-

tor facilities, and retail developments. 

 

MaxQ is made possible through the 

Air Force’s Enhanced Use Lease (EUL) 

program, allowing private-sector de-

velopment on military land. This mod-

el not only accelerates commercial 

innovation but also enhances mission-

critical capabilities by attracting top-

tier talent and businesses to Albuquer-

que. 

 

For aerospace and defense companies 

looking to expand, MaxQ@Kirtland 

offers a unique opportunity to co-

locate with key industry players in a 

thriving ecosystem. With infrastruc-

ture development well underway and 

new tenants preparing to break 

ground, now is the time to explore the 

advantages of being part of this dy-

namic community.  

 

For more information, visit 

maxqnm.com and follow on LinkedIn 

at MaxQ@Kirtland. 

  

4 

A rendering of MaxQ@Kirtland, courtesy of Dekker 

https://maxqnm.com
https://maxqnm.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/maxq-kirtland/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/maxq-kirtland/


“I can see and imagine more of the world, convinced in the magic of science,” 
says scholarship recipient Emiliano Diaz. 

Diaz says that the degree he chose helps him greatly 
in producing and understanding music, as signal pro-
cessing and frequency responses are intertwined with 
the world of music he loves. After graduation, he 
plans to pursue a career in the Electrical/Optical en-
gineering field.  

Diego Sanchez is also majoring in Electrical Engi-
neering and is currently an intern at Sandia National 
Laboratory. He chose this field because of his passion 
for solving problems using technology. “My educa-
tion at New Mexico Tech has strengthened my re-
solve to take on today’s most challenging issues. 
Thank you again for lightening my financial burdens 
and enabling me to focus on my research and studies. 
Your generosity has also inspired me to help others 
and give back to the community.”  

After graduating, Sanchez wants to pursue a career within the various national 
laboratories in order to focus on developing better renewable energy sources as 
well as dedicating his talents to upholding national security.  

PACA Board members Dan 

Crouch, Ed Risely, and Casey 

DeRaad participated in the Avia-

tion and Aerospace Day at the 

Roundhouse on March 3. The 

day began with an Aerospace 

Caucus Legislative Breakfast, 

then many aerospace partners 

exhibited in the Roundhouse. 

The day culminated in an Avia-

tion and 

Aerospace 

Reception 

hosted by 

Lt. Gov. 

Howie Mo-

rales for the 

Aerospace 

States Asso-

ciation.  

NM Tech Scholarships, continued from page 1 

Aviation & Aerospace Day in Santa Fe 

Diego Sanchez 
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BECOME A  

PACA SPONSOR 

Support for PACA as a spon-

sor helps the organization 

succeed. All sponsor compa-

nies must include a PACA 

member in good standing. 

General Benefits: 
• Recognition on PACA website 

• Recognition in PACA Pulse 

• Logo on PACA signage at 
monthly luncheons & events 

• Add company literature/
giveaways at BFI 

• Once per year tabletop display 
at monthly luncheon & ten 
minute corporate overview 
presentation. 

Platinum -$10,000 

• Seven BFI registrations 

• Top choice of BFI booth space 

Diamond - $8,000 

• Five BFI registrations 

• Second choice  BFI booth 
space 

Gold - $6,000 

• Four BFI registrations 

• Third choice of BFI booth 
space 

Silver - $4,000 

• Three BFI registrations 

• Fourth choice BFI booth space 

Bronze - $3,000 

• Two BFI registrations 

• Fifth choice BFI booth space 

Premier Small 

Business - $2,000 

• One BFI registration 

• Sixth choice BFI booth space 

 

Please contact Sponsorship 

chair, Bruce Townsend, 

Bruce.Townsend@arcfiel

d.com or 505-238-0975 

to become a sponsor today. 

THANK YOU PACA SPONSORS 

GOLD Sponsors 

Redwire is a global, pure-play leader in space 

infrastructure providing the foundational solu-

tions, systems and payloads that enable the 

most complex space missions. red-

wirespace.com 

Aegis Aerospace, Inc., is a woman-owned business provid-

ing commercial, turn-key space services, spaceflight product 

development, and engineering services for the civil and 

commercial space and defense industries.  aegisaero.com  

 

SILVER Sponsors 

A global firm of approximately 29,200 diverse 

professionals, Booze Allen Hamilton Provides 

consulting, analytics, digital solutions, engineer-

ing, science, intelligence, and cybersecurity to a 

wide range of industries. boozallen.com 

SURVICE Engineering Company, LLC, is  a second gen-

eration family owned small business providing Depart-

ment of Defense and related customers with quality ana-

lytical products and a wide range of integrated and spe-

cialized services since 1981. survice.com 

 

Infinity Systems Engineering specializes in 

supporting aerospace and defense systems 

within government sectors. The company’s 

unparalleled depth of insight into space oper-

ations, payload integration, and system sus-

tainment ensures the government and teammates increase the velocity of fielding new ca-

pabilities and reduce the cost of sustainment. Infinity.aero.com 

ENSCO, Inc. and its wholly owned subsidiaries 

represent a more than $180 million international 

technology enterprise with 750+ employees head-

quartered in the Washington, DC area. For more 

than 50 years, ENSCO has been providing 

 leading-edge engineering, science and advanced 

technology solutions to governments and private industries worldwide. ensco.com  

 

BRONZE Sponsors 

Moss Adams is a nationwide accounting and busi-

ness consulting firm serving public, private, non-

profits, and individuals through specialized  

industry and service teams. mossadams.com 

 

SAIC is a VMware Enterprise Solution Provider,  

 delivering on-premises private and hybrid  

 cloud-based IT environments to federal and  

 commercial customers.  SAIC can architect, 

 build, migrate, and operate tailored solutions using  

 VMware technologies and services. saic.com 
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THANK YOU PACA SPONSORS 

BRONZE Sponsors, continued 

Headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, Lockheed Martin Corpo-

ration is a global security and aerospace company that employes 

approximately 114,000 people worldwide, and is principally en-

gaged in the research, design, development, manufacture, inte-

gration and sustainment of advanced technology systems, products and services. lockheedmartin.com 

 

Empower RF Systems is a global leader in power amplifier solutions for de-

fense, commercial and industrial market applications. Empower advances the 

science of RF power amplification to produce rugged, power efficient, and cost-

effective solutions for original equipment manufacturers, government agencies, 

and academic institutions. empowerrf.com 

BlueHalo is purpose-built to provide industry-leading capabilities in the do-

mains of space superiority and directed energy, air and missile defense and 

command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance, 

 and reconnaissance (C4ISR), and cyber and intelligence. bluehalo.com  

Astrion evolved through mergers and acquisitions into a large business that 

delivers custom-tailored high-end systems engineering, integration, and ad-

vanced solutions to complex and technologically-challenging missions of na-

tional significance in the defense and civilian markets nationwide. astrion.us 

 

CliftonLarsonAllen LLP is a professional services network and the eighth-largest accountancy firm in 

the U.S. It is a network member of CLA Global, an international organization of independent ac-

counting firms, as well as a member of the Nexia International accounting network. claconnect.com 

Northrop Grumman Corporation is an American multinational aero-

space and defense technology company, with 95,000 employees and 

an annual revenue in excess of $30 billion. It is one of the world’s 

largest weapons manufacturers and military technology provides. 

Among its other projects are the development and production of the 

James Webb Space Telescope and the production of the solid rocket boosters for NASA’s Sace Launch System program. 

northropgrumman.com 

 

PREMIER SMALL BUSINESS 

Founded in October 2019, NewSpace Nexus is a 501(c)3 non-profit accelerating the pace of space 

innovation by uniting and igniting the industry. Through the NewSpace Launchpad, stakeholders 

gain access to workspaces, equipment, programming, rapid prototyping and demonstration, and 

resources needed for innovation and rapid progress. newspacenexus.org 

 

Studio Southwest Architects is a locally owned creative and collaborative 

design studio based in Albuquerque. Recent projects on KAFB for AFRL 

include the Deployable Solar Array Research Lab, RAPID small satellite 

research lab, and the WARS Simulation Lab. The firm has badged personnel for entry to Sandia National Labs and Los 

Alamos National Labs. studioswarch.com 

 

Founded in 2009, Dickman Technology Consultants (DTC, LLC) is a veteran owned, engineering 

and information system security company supporting clients in the areas of  systems engineering, 

computational modeling and simulation, cybersecurity, cyberspace operations, vulnerability assess-

ments and penetration testing.  dtcnm.com 



PACA’S MISSION 

Promoting and main-

taining relations be-

tween New Mexi-

co businesses, their 

subcontractors and 

vendors, who provide 

products and services 

to the Department of 

Defense, Department 

of Energy, Depart-

ment of Homeland 

Security and related 

Government agen-

cies. pacanm.org 

JANUARY & FEBRUARY LUNCHEONS 

 

In January, Colonel Michael J. 

Power, 377th Air Base Wing and 

installation commander at 

Kirtland Air Force Base, spoke to 

a record attendance at the PACA 

monthly luncheon.  He also an-

swered participant questions 

about the state of Kirtland Air 

Force Base.  

 

February’s luncheon showcased 

PACA members and sponsors, 

now an annual event.  Members 

and sponsors were given the op-

portunity to present information 

about their organizations and 

answer questions.  

UPCOMING 

LUNCHEONS  

April 17: Ms. Erin 

Pettyjohn, SES, AFRL/RD 

Director  

May 15: PACA Endowed 

Funds Presentation 

June 12: TBA 

BRIEFING FOR 
INDUSTRY:   
Sept. 8-11, 2025 

Ticketing open in May 

Bringing STEM Up 

To Par Golf 

Tourney:  

Sept. 8, 2025 

Visit pacanm.org 

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION 2024 

 

Participants at 

PACA’s holiday 

event in Decem-

ber 2024 cele-

brated the season 

with food, fun 

and presents!  

Thanks to every-

one who came 

and we’ll see you 

soon at another 

PACA event. 

Colonel Michael J. Power spoke at the January 

luncheon, shown here with Casey DeRaad, PACA 

Program Officer 

Danny Rumley of HII Mission Technologies 
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