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Zero accidents at mine sites is not only possible, it is the only acceptable goal. 
 

 - Terence Foreback, State Mine Inspector 
  

 
Mine Safety 
 
Upper Big Branch Tragedy 

In Memoriam 
Of the 29 miners lost in the tragedy that occurred on 
Monday, April 5, 2010 at the Upper Big Branch coal 

mine in Montcoal, West Virginia 
 

 
 

Mr. Lynch was just one of the miners who lost their lives in the Upper Big Branch Tragedy.  But 
he represents the quality of the miners throughout this country who work in our mines, volunteer 
in the community and care for their families.  Keep him and the others who perished in your 
thoughts everyday when working in our mines. 
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WILLIAM ROOSEVELT LYNCH  
Coach and Teacher  
 
William R. Lynch played basketball every week, not only keeping up with men more than 30 years 
younger, but defeating them with his silky outside touch.  
 
“His 3-point shot was still on,” said Jennifer Lynch, his daughter. Mr. Lynch, 59, was known as 
Coach in Oak Hill, W.Va., for the years he spent coaching basketball, football and track. “My dad 
was the type of person who would work with the kids people would write off,” Ms. Lynch said. 
“You would think these kids could never shoot a basketball, but he was so patient. He would never 
give up.”  
 
Although Mr. Lynch earned a four-year basketball scholarship and received his bachelor’s degree in 
education from Glenville State College, he decided 36 years ago to pursue teaching on a part-time 
basis to work in the mines to take care of his family. Mr. Lynch met his wife, Geneva, when she was 
16; they would have been married 34 years in June.  
 
Mr. Lynch would often sleep only three hours a night so he could juggle substitute teaching, 
coaching and coal mining. In the summer, he would conduct sports camps for children.  
On the day of the explosion, Mr. Lynch was on a mantrip, a train that carries miners within a mine, 
with six colleagues. His brother, Melvin, was working on the other side of the mine; he emerged 
unscathed. 
 
News 
 
Emergency Services Personnel 
First Responder Safety Workshop 
 
Our September, 2009 newsletter discussed the need for mine operators to discuss the planning of a 
potential mine emergency with their local EMS.  As a step in helping both with moving forward with 
this process, BMS is working with MSHA to facilitate training.  Two workshops are planned in 
April titled Emergency Services Personnel, First Responder Safety Workshop.  One will be held in 
Carlsbad on April 20th and one in Aztec on April 22nd.  The purpose of the workshops is to introduce 
local responders to mine personnel (and vice versa) and to introduce EMS personnel to hazards they 
might encounter responding to a mine emergency.  The class instructors are Johnnie Tyler and 
Charlotte Richardson, both from the MSHA Academy.  Flyers for the workshops are attached at the 
end of this newsletter.  There is no charge for the workshops. 
    
New Mexico Mine Health and Safety Conference 
 
We continue planning our 2010 conference that will be held May 3, 4 and 5.  Save the date!  Our 
2010 theme is “Go the Distance”.  A conference brochure that includes registration information for 
2010 is attached.  Mr. Joseph Main, Assistant Secretary of Labor for Mine Health and Safety, is 
scheduled as the keynote speaker on Tuesday morning. 
 
New Mexico Mining Safety Board Meeting 
 
The New Mexico Mining Safety Board (MSB) will meet: 
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May 5, 2010 
1:30 PM 
Macey Center 
New Mexico Tech 
Socorro, NM 
 
Discussion on new rules in response to legislative changes will begin. 
 
Training 
 
The current Training Schedule through April can be found on our web site: 
 
http://www.bmi.state.nm.us/navTrng.htm 

Please take time to look it over. To schedule a class, please call Chris at (505) 553-1535. 
 
Going the Distance in New Mexico, 
 
Terence Foreback 
State Mine Inspector 
Bureau of Mine Safety 
 
 

 

 

http://www.bmi.state.nm.us/navTrng.htm




Contact Person: 
Mike Mestas 
San Juan County 
Emergency Management Coordinator 
209 S. Oliver Dr., Aztec, NM 87410 
505.334.4714 Office 
505.334.0915 Fax 
505.320.8656 Cell 
mmestas@sjcounty.net 

Who Should Attend? 

Emergency Services Personnel 

First Responder Safety Workshop 

April 22, 2010 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

Emergency Operations Training Room, Aztec, New Mexico 

Contents include: 

Emergency response planning 

Large haul truck fires 

Structures in and around surface facilities 

Use of mine equipment for rescue & fire 

fighting 

Traffic control on mine roadways 

First responder vehicle maintenance 

(Brakes & Steering) 

 

Hazards addressed:  

Explosives storage  

Surge pile safety 

Draw-off tunnels 

Fuel storage (stationery and mobile) 

Belt conveyor and travel way safety 

Electricity 

Preparation plants and mills 

Off road haul trucks and end loaders 

Highwall safety and highwall mining machines 

Chemicals and gasses common to mines and 

facilities 

Surface areas of underground mines 

This is a one-day workshop designed to 

provide MSHA personnel, the mining in-

dustry, miner’s representatives, firefight-

ers, law enforcement personnel and emer-

gency medical personnel with informa-

tion and precautions that should be taken 

before or while responding to an emer-

gency at surface mines, surface areas of 

underground mines, and surface mining 

facilities. 

U.S. Department of Labor 

National Mine Health and Safety Academy 

1301 Airport Road Beaver, WV 25813-9426 

New Mexico Bureau of Mine Safety 

801 Leroy Place 

Socorro, New Mexico 87801 

Technical Coordinator:  

John G. Tyler 

 304-256-3541 

 tyler.johnnie@dol.gov 



New Mexico Bureau of Mine Safety 
801 Leroy Place 

Socorro, NM  87801 
www.nmminesafety.com 

Phone: 575-835-5460 
Fax: 575-835-5430 

E-mail: bmi@admin.nmt.edu 

Registration Form 

Name 

Company Name 

Mailing Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone 

E-mail address for confirmation and receipt 

Complete one form per person.  Copy form as 
needed for additional persons. 

Registration Fees (includes meals):   

[  ]  Early Conference Fee only $75  (before 4/19) 

[  ]  Regular Conference Fee $90 (after 4/19) 

[  ] Golf Outing $60              

Golf Skill Level: 

� Never Played � Played a Few Times � Play Regularly  

 
[  ] CPR certification (limit 36) $25 

[  ] VLA Tour no additional cost 

[  ] Spouse Tour Bosque/Camino Real $20 (if 
spouse is not registered at conference) 

Registration available through May 4, 2010. 
Some special offerings on a first come basis. 

Conference Cancellation Policy:   
Cancellation must be received before April 16th for a 
refund to be issued.  A $15 handling fee will be applied to 
all cancellations. 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 

New Mexico Bureau of Mine Safety 

MAIL TO: 
New Mexico Bureau of Mine Safety 
801 Leroy Place 
Socorro, NM  87801 
Attn: Mine Safety Conference  
 

New Mexico 
Mine Health and 

Safety 
3rd Annual  
Conference 

May 3, 4, and 5, 2010 
 

Macey Center 
New Mexico 

Institute of Mining 
and Technology 

Socorro, NM 
 

Go the Distance! 
 

Our conference is for all Partners in 
Safety,  

including management,  
labor, regulators,  

educators, and supervisors. 
 

The conference is sponsored by the  
New Mexico mining industry, Mine Safety 

and Health Administration, and the  
NM BMS. 

Socorro Hotels 
 

*Comfort Inn and Suites  575-838-4400 
1259 Frontage Road NW 
 
*Best Western Hotel and Suites 575-838-0556 
1100 N. California St.  
 
*Holiday Inn   575-838-4600 
1040 N. California St. 
 
*Super 8 Motel   575-835-3988  
1121 Frontage Road NW  
 
Howard Johnson   575-835-0276 
1009 California Ave. 
 
Econo Lodge   575-835-1500  
713 N. California St. 
 
Motel 6    575-835-4300  
807 S. U.S. HWY 85  
 
Days Inn    575-835-0230  
507 N California St.  
 
*Blocks of rooms at these hotels have been reserved at 
a special rate.  Be sure to mention “Bureau of Mine 
Safety” when making your reservation to qualify for the 
special rate. 



Tuesday, May 4, 2010 — Opening Day 

7:00 a.m. — Registration and Continental Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. — Spouse Tour — Bosque 
del Apache and El Camino Real (http://
www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/
bosque/index.html) (http://
www.nmmonuments.org/inst.php?inst=9) 

$20.00 fee if not registered for conference 
(covers lunch and entry fee) 

8:00 a.m. — Opening Session: Keynote Speaker — 
Eddie Lopez (invited) 

9:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. — Break-out Sessions 

Planned Session Topics: 

 Leadership in Safety 
 Hearing Conservation 
 Substance Abuse I 
 Developing your Supervisor 
 The Future of Occupational Health in Mining 
 Substance Abuse II—Going The Distance through 

Policy 

11:45 a.m. — Lunch: Safety Fun — Bertha 
Cassingham 

1:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. — Break-out Sessions 

Planned Session Topics:  

 Going the Distance - Sustaining a Positive Safety 
Culture in the 21st Century 

 Rigging for Safety 
 Current State of NM Mine Safety Regulation 
 Safety as a Career, Panel Discussion 
 Preparing to be Prepared for an Emergency I 
 Supervisor Responsibilities—Agent of the Operator 

3:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. — You Can Go the Distance! 
- Best Practices 

4:30 p.m. — Mineralogical Museum Tour  
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. — Cocktail Hour 

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  —  Dinner and a Guest 
Speaker 

Our conference theme, Go the Distance, 
recognizes that our quest for zero incidents 
at our mining organizations is not easy to 
accomplish in a short time frame.  As 
Partners in Safety, we must continually 
Step Up and Do the Right Thing for the 
long haul.  The conference will focus on 
how all groups involved in New Mexico 
mining must share ideas, experiences and 
reinforce our common commitment to zero.  
Demonstration of this commitment requires 
us to Go the Distance!  
 

Monday, May 3, 2010  

9:00 a.m. — Registration, Macey Center 

Special Activities 

11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. — Golf  at the New 
Mexico Tech Pro Shop (Lunch at 11:30/Tee 
Time at 12:30) 

$60 per player.  Cost covers greens fee and 
cart.  

Format — 4-man scramble best ball 

Players — Receive customized score cards 

Events — Closest to pin and longest drive 

12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. — CPR Certification 
$25.00 fee 

12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. — Tour of the National 
Radio Astronomy Observatory (NRAO) 
Very Large Array (VLA) Macey Center 
Entrance (http://www.vla.nrao.edu)  

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. — Miners’ Dinner 
Backstage at the Macey Center.  Speaker — 
Joe Main (invited) 

 

New Mexico Mine 
Health and Safety 

3rd Annual Conference 

Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

7:00 a.m. — Registration and Formal Breakfast 

8:00 a.m. — Opening Session: Keynote Speaker 
— Carl Metzger 

9:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. — Break-out Sessions 

Planned Session Topics:  

 National MS&H Academy Training 
 Preparing to be Prepared for an Emergency II 
 Safety Training Ideas 
 Critical Lift 
 Fall Arrest and Rescue 

11:45 a.m. — Evaluations and Certificates 

12:15 p.m. — Adjourn 

 

Kathy Quick, Chevron Mining, Inc 
– Questa, NM, attended the 2009 
New Mexico Mine Health and 
Safety Conference.  This was her 
second trip to attend the 
conference.  As a Safety 
Professional, Kathy has been to a 
variety of conferences.  She 

commented, “The 2009 NM Mine Health and 
Safety Conference allowed me to interact with 
various agencies and professional people.  The 
variety of topics that were covered gave me the 
opportunity to select those that suited my 
needs best. A couple of the things that made 
this conference so successful for me were the 
focus on Safety issues without a lot of other 
topics that could have diluted the conference’s 
purpose and the availability of many 
knowledgeable vendors.” 

THOUGHTS ON THE 2009 NM MINE 
HEALTH & SAFETY CONFERENCE 

FROM AN ATTENDEE  




